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A personality text with personality. The Personality Puzzle continues to lead the market by

captivating students with David Funderâ€™s fresh, masterful writing. New material on important

research areas such as development and health, streamlined presentation of methods and

assessment, and added data graphics presented in a stunning new full-color design make the

Seventh Edition an even richer teaching tool.
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Used this for a large personality class in Winter 2013. I think the book is as good or better than

anything else out there. I searched for a good text for my upper division university students, and

chose this one rather than the one I used last year that studied theorists and their stories. I decided

it is best to use an overview book because personality is getting so complex, it is perhaps the most

complex topic in psychology. I also teach abnormal psychology and find the personality course

more complex, because abnormal psych can rely on the DSM-IV as a teaching paradigm. There is

not central paradigm for teaching personality, so it's a complex topic. The author takes so many

different views on each topic that it can be challenging reading. Yet that is the gift he gives in this

book -- that he is ethical and fair. He doesn't state opinions that are not true, not even half-truths. He

gives as many possible views on personality as possible and does not get on the

psychological/empirical high-horse and pretend personality research is clear. For example in the

chapter on culture and personality, he doesn't claim that culture determines personality in any

specific ways, which would be tempting to do if an author was in to oversimplification. Rather, he



shows how it's complex and that is the beauty of personality. This is advanced scholarly learning--to

hold back and not get to the point in a simplistic way, because getting to the point would be

inaccurate. As a teacher I balanced the text with lecture information that included some fun and

solid "points" and take-away learning, so the students had something solid to hang on to. In that

way I think the students had a balanced class experience, and the reviews were good.
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